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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 666

Introduced by Assembly Member Jeffries

February 17, 2011

25-of Diviston-1-of the- Public Reseurees-Code;relating-to-forestry-and
fire-protection— An act to add Section 21538.5 to the Government Code,
relating to special death benefits.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 666, as amended, Jeffries. Department-of-Forestry—and—tire
Pretection—employment—criminal-background-cheeks—Special death

benefits: Riverside County.

The Public Employees’ Retirement Law (PERL) requires the Public
Employees’ Retirement System to be liable for either a basic or special
death benefit upon the death of a member, as specified. Among other
circumstances, PERL authorizes the special death benefit to be payable
when there is a qualifying survivor if the deceased was a patrol, state
peace officer/firefighter, state safety, state industrial, or local safety
member, if his or her death was industrial.

This bill would authorize the special death benefit to be payable if
the deceased was a Riverside County Sheriff’s Department Correctional
Deputy or a Correctional Corporal, if his or her death occurred as a
direct result of injury arising out of and in the course of his or her
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official duties with the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department, and if
there was a qualifying survivor.

This bill would make legislative findings and declarations as to the
necessity of a special statute for the County of Riverside.

o (st Funds d bl he d .
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 21538.5 is added to the Government Code,
to read:

21538.5. (a) The special death benefit is payable if the
deceased was a Riverside County Sheriff’s Department
Correctional Deputy or a Correctional Corporal, if his or her
death occurred as a direct result of injury arising out of and in
the course of his or her official duties with the Riverside County
Sheriff’s Department, and if there is a survivor who qualifies under
subdivision (a) of Section 21541. The Workers’ Compensation
Appeals Board, using the same procedures as in workers’
compensation hearings, shall, in disputed cases, determine whether
the death of the member occurred as a result of that injury.
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(b) The jurisdiction of the Workers’ Compensation Appeals
Board shall be limited solely to the issue of industrial causation,
and this section may not be construed to authorize the Workers’
Compensation Appeals Board to award costs against this system
pursuant to Section 4600 or 5811 or any other provision of the
Labor Code.

(c) This section shall not become operative unless and until a
memorandum of understanding has been agreed to by the County
of Riverside and the Riverside Sheriffs’ Association making this
section applicable to those members described in subdivision (a).

SEC. 2. The Legislature finds and declares that a special law
is necessary and that a general law cannot be made applicable
within the meaning of Section 16 of Article IV of the California
Constitution because of the unique circumstances in the County
of Riverside with respect to death benefits.
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